If the subclavian vessels are meant, as seems likely, the case is a very remarkable one, and it is much to be regretted that the report is so meagre.
In some cases the haemorrhage is very gradual, and the patients perish slowly by apncea. A man at Jaunpur seems to have lived at least 24 hours after receiving a wound 6 inches long across the top of the chest, which severed the breast bone and opened both pleural cavities, but does not appear to have wounded tho lungs. His right elbow joint had also been chattered. Death was due to an extensive effusion of blood in both sides of tho chest, when it had prevented the free play of the lungs by compressing them. Other cases proved fatal by pneumonia, gangrene of the lung, or empysema at periods more or less remote. Twenty-six days is the limit recorded in the returns. The subject, a Kol, at Chaibassa, aged 30, had a stab between the left clavicle and nipple, with fracture of the 4th and 5th ribs. The left lung was disorganized and the bowels ulcerated.
Fractures of ribs are not uncommon in stabbing wounds. The above is an example, and 5 or 6 more might be given. It usually happens however that the ribs are cut smoothly through. In other cases a stab delivered with deadly intent fails of its purpose from the knife or dagger glancing off a rib.
In 13 cases the heart was wounded, but the cases present no peculiarities calling for remark. Death was immediate in every instance when the point is mentioned. A spear was the weapon used in four of them : and, in (e.) Wolves, Hyenas, and Jaclcals.?Six cases are ascribed to bites from these animals, but none of them are given in any detail. Three of the subjects were girls, 9,10, and 15 years of age, and two feeble old people. Two of the cases are from Nauada, 1 from Shergliati, 1 from Banda, 1 from Etawab, and the last, a case of hydrophobia after jackal-bite, from Amritsar. A girl of 15 lived 3 days at Nauada with punctured wounds of the right thigh and chest, the latter involving the lungs, attributed to wolves." A Mussalmani of 10, at the same station, had "the flesh of her back and right arm bitten away by a wolf." A little girl at Etawah was carried off by a wolf or hyena. Dr. Sherlock reported that " the back and extremities were eaten." The skeleton of a person, decided by the authorities to have been destroyed by a wolf, was pronounced to bo that of a man far advanced in years, by the civil surgeon of Banda, and a woman at Shergliati was 75.
(To be continued.)
